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The kaowledge of traih ia the "one thing needful," 
and they who are preserved in it, cannot assert any 
thing which ia false, or deny any thing which is trae. 

Troth is truth though all men forsake it ; in that way 
all men have sinned, and fallen short of the gloiy of God 
which is in his Sod, and not oat of that life which is 
light. 

There is no neoessity to light a candle and Beaich 
diligently where nothing ia lost, and where there is no 
darkness. 

There is darkncs.s, and there is light; and there is 
a division between light and darkness In the ordinances of 
Heaven ; which were made for signs, for seasons, for days, 
and for yeara. 

Docs the light shine in darkness when it gipes the light 
of the knowledge of God's glory in the heart ? or ia it 
Qot out of darkness, and in the translation into the 
kingdom of the dear son when he appears who ia tight 
and that too of life ? 



AN EPISTLE 

TO ALL WHO GO UNDER THE PROFESSION OF 
HOWEVER DIVIDED OR WHEREVER SCATTERED.' 



Deabi^t Beloved, — 

B^ing ipet together under the drawings of divine 
love for our mntusu edificatioA and strength, at Athens, 
Chreene County, New York, on the 11th of Gth month, 
1868, we feel constrained to address all under this pro- 
fession, and to remind you what it is. It is a profession 
of. the Truth. Then, in the language of the Apostles, 
'^ Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering; for he is faithful that promised; and let us 
consider one another, to provoke unto love, and to good 
works ; not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is ; but exhorting one another ; 
and so much the more, aa ye see the day approaching." 
<^ For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven 
with the wind and tossed ; " in the doublemindedness of 
tb^ wajs of man, which are all unstable ; not having hope 
wrought ouit by experience, on which the soul may anchor. 

* This is addressed to all who go under the profession, not the 
name, of Friends ; that which constraineth us thereto being oni- 
rersal in its lore and mercy to all that is lost. Yet those who 
not only go under the profession, but under the name also, of 
Friends, are remembered bj us with the feelings of interest mani- 
fested bj the Apostle in Romans iz. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, &c., thej being of 
those through whose fathers the form of truth hath been more 
eminently manifested, and Jesus Christ evidently set forth. 

Who goes not under the profession of a Friend ? Surely no 
professor of religion; seeing " this is pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father, to visit the fatherless and the widow 
in their affliction;'' neither can any deny this profession of a 
Friend who makes no profession outwardly by being joined to 
any so called religious society, when restrained or hindered 
therefrom by the inconsistencies they see amongst these ; thus 
shewing an obligation to keep themselves " unspotted from the 
world;" which is a part of the same Apostolic description. 
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It is our fervent desire that all may be establiillied on 
that foundation which cannot be shaken; because it is 
founded on that which is immutable; Christ Jesus, the 
substance of faith by the operative principle of God's 
love in the soul ; wherein he acknowledges us to be his 
own children as we are led by his own blessed spirit; 
which is his glory ; and which brings glory to his adorable 
name ; the strong tower of the righteous ; his seed of pt6* 
miso, which shall not go to any other foundation to 
beg bread ; that blessed leader being the spiritual meat 
and spiritual drink, and rock, that was with Israel ift 
the wilderness; which rock is Christ; that bounteous 
gift wherein our heavenly Father has been pleased to 
extend his arm for our safety and protection ; the heavenly 
storehouse that receives wisdom from above; whi^ all 
should strive with earnestness to come to, out of ihJ6 
lukewarmness, in the fervency of that righteous spirit that 
availeth much. 

These children ask bread, and labor after that which 
perisheth not ; not having their thoughts swiiliowed up, 
spying within themselves, what shall we eat, or what shall 
we drink, or wherewithal shall we be clothed? having 
confidence that the Lord knoweth what things we hav^ 
need of. Then as we follow his knowledge, he will clothid 
us with the glory that is greater than that of Solomon, 
whiek cemeth down from above, and is above all. This 
is the son of man ; that which the Father reveals, and 
which doeth his work ; that willeth and worketh accord- 
ing to his own good pleasure ; and that will give a king- 
dom to all his little flock that go in by the door. Christ 
gives unto his sheep eternal life; and by this they 
know the Son of God has come, because he has given 
tliem an understanding to know him that is true; and 
the truth is the life; the life is the light that gives an 
understanding when it shines out of darkness into his 
marvellous light ; which is the power of translation that 
gives us the knowledge of the glory of God in the fac6 
of Jesus Christ; which is the representation of the 
Father, being his own work ; and is as the sun shining in 
his strength, by his countenance unto all them that love 
him; who is the sun of righteouQuess that shall arise 
with healings in his wings upon all that fear his name ; 
whereunto all must flee to be the habitation of his rigjhte- 
ousness; as he is the righteous judge that will be known 
to do right when the mind is willing to be judged by him 
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nil judgment, aod are not as our wajs; 
1 is higher than the earth, bo are tho Lord's 
waja higher than our ways, and hia thoughts thaa our 
thoughts. 

Then let tis see whether we are willing that he ahoald 
thiok what we ehall cat, what we shall drink, and 
wherewithal we shall be clothed ; that we may have those 
true Christian virtues abounding in us, wberehj we shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of the 
Ixird ; being instructed in the mountain of God's house, 
which is an house of holiness. Nothing can hurt nor de- 
stroy while the earth is covered with the knowledge 
that the Lord teaches the humble, whom he leads in his 
ways, and guides in the paths of true judgment ; for " un- 
searobable are his judgments, and bis nays past finding 

Then as the way of the Lord is bid to the natural man, 
ftnd his wisdom and prudeece, and there is no salvation 
Tritbout coming into it, bow necessary it is that we seek 
that wisdom that is proHtahle to direct, and which orders 
the good man's ways ; tlierefore let us esteem tbe way of 
the Lord our primary treasure, that be may adorn us with 
bis meekness, which is the spirit of the Lamb, in all holi- 
ness of conversatioQ, as becometh his Minis. Such adorn- 
ing is not the wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel, 
or of plaiting the hair, bat the hidden man of the heart 
in that which is not corruptible; for he will not with- 
hold any good thing from them that toTe bim. Then 
let UB not be conformed to this world, but labor for 
that transformation wherein our minds will be renewed 
in the Lord's spirit; for it is not of works of righteons- 
nesH which we have done, hut of his meroy that ha 
saveth US, through the washing of regeneration, and the 
renewing of tho Holy Ghost; which ever has been the 
strength of the righteous and tho song of them that are 
saved; it being a work of experience, wherein tbe soul 
can in truth say, " thy rod and thy gtaff comfort me." 

If we bear chastisement patiently, then are we sons; 
and being exercised thereby, it produces the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness, which is an everlasting assurance; 
the effect of that righteousness which is the work of 
God, in the day of the Lord's power, which makes his peo- 
ple a willing people, and a ohoacn generation ; the wrest- 
ling seed, that will not be satisfied, nor let the visita- 
tions of God pass, without a blessing; being dasirnuB to 
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iaherit the promises of the fathers; williug to sacrifice 
the morsel of meat for the portion of God ; for the Lord's 
portion is his people^ and Jacob is the lot of his inheri- 
tance; with whom he makes covenant as a keeper in 
the way that they should go ] that he will be with these ; 
when thej pass through the fire, it shall not kindle upon 
them ; and through the water, it shall not overflow them ; 
for he is a present God, whose kingdom is at hand ; for it 
is still the language of the Saviour, ^ the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.'^ 

When the heart becomes prepared by the Jud^ of all 
things, it is made a witness of the mediation df God's 
holy spirit which intercedes in this righteous prayer in 
that fervency which is effectual, saying, thy kingdom come, 
and thy will be done in earth as it is done in heaven ; 
breathing the same desire for the same wrestling seed, 
give us this day our daily bread ; the Kving substance 
which sustains the soul; which is the will of God, that 
sanctifieth, reconcileth, justifieth, and is the light of 
salvation; the light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of his people Israel ; the chosen generation, the 
royal priesthood, and the Lord's peculiar people ; having 
come to the living stone, the foundation of God, disallowed 
of men, bat chosen of God, elect, and precious; that 
which the wise master-builders have rejected, the same 
is become the head of the corner ; this is not man's work 
or doing ; for it is a marvellous work of his light most 
precious ; being sustained by that faith which is a gift iin« 
speakable ; seeing nothing can declare it, but the Boa 
which is in the bosom of the Father ; as no man knowoth 
the Father, save the Son ; nor can in truth oall Gt>d father, 
But by his own spirit ; that soeketh his own glory, in hh 
own way, and in his own perfection ; who is perfect in all 
his ways; who is the truth, and the life. This is what 
constitutes a living believer; that in which there is no 
death ; the same that Jesus incited the attention of Horths 
unto; a kingdom at hand, the resurrection and the life) 
saying, "he that liveth and believeth on me shall never die; 
believest thou this ?" This is the essential faith ; tluU 
which hath power over death and worketh the glory of 
God ; Lazarus died that this might be manifeStiTd^; 
that God's witness might be received ; and that the oovei^> 
ing might be removed from the lost sheep of the house; of 
Israel, that they might be redeemed fix>m under the law of 
carnal commandments, and see the finger of God pointing 
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to the true luiib, iLe aubslance of tLiugs liopcd fur, nnd 
the evidence of tliiDgs act aceo; the operative nord tltnt 
OD grafts the tree into ita own nature, cansing it to bring 
forth frait uDto himself, to hia glory who will glorify the 
house of his glory, uod honor them that honor him; Eea- 
ing tbey sock it from him only, and receive not honor one 
from another : such knoning they lack tvisdom, ask it of 
Qod, who giveth Uberally and upbraidetb none ; he being 
independent of man, but man being altogether depen- 
dent on him, who has fixed the hounds of his habita- 
tion, and Eo appointed the limea that he ebould feel after 
God, that he sliould labor after happiness, and find him 
that is near, and call upon him while he is so ; wherefore, 
as the Holy Ghost saith, "To-day if ye will hear his voioe, 
harden not your hearts." The present time only is ours j 
the determination and appointment of times is his; that 
we should fee) after hin.i, if happily we might find him 
in his own way and in his own seeking ; and pertorm 
that worship which the spirit of truth leads into; the 
mansion prepared in the Father's house, eternal in the 
heavens, and that fadetb not away. 

Seeing we have no continuing city here, it hehoveth ns 
to seek "a city that has foundations, whose builder and 
maker God is," ns Abraham did ; who walked by faith, 
not knowing whilber be went; being dependent upon God 
for his belief, and the faith that he gave him who appeared 
unto him, and in whose sight he found grace ; that divine 
principle which made liim what he was; changing hia 
name ; saying, " I will make tliy name great." The same 
substance, as it has been united with by the love and affee- 
tioDS of the soul, hath worked for his own glory, as the 
Apostle declared, "what lam, I am by the grace of God ;" 
that worked abundanilj in him, producing a living concern 
that Ihe same grace might abound to the saving of souls; 
testifying that " where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound ;" which seta foMh the iovo of God towards them 
that are lost; as there is more joy in heaven over one sin- 
ner that ropenteth, than over ninety and nine just persons 
that need no repentance. 

The bowels of the Lord's mercy yearn in this language, 
" Why will ye die, house of Israel ?" " All the day long 
I have stretched out my hands lo a disobedient and gaiu- 
sajing people ;" of whom the Lord complained, "I have 
nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled 
against nie: the os knoweth his owner and the asa his 



master's crib^ but Israel doth not know^ my people doth not 
oonsider;'' <Hhey have committed two evils; they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and have hewn 
out to themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, which can hold 
no water/' Here the upright walking being left, and the 
path of duty forsaken, inventions have been wrought out, 
man's own work ; and that faith which is the shield of 
truth, and the whole armor of light, that quenches the fiery 
darts of the wicked one, cast away. 

Then let us choose this day, the present time, whom we 
will serve ; for hb servants we are whom we obey ; if we 
resist the devil, he will flee from us : draw nigh unto God. 
He will draw nigh unto them that seek him in his own 
way, (whose ways are judgment) ; and will reprove for the 
meek of the earth ; for here they learn of the spirit of Je- 
sus in lowliness of heart, and find rest to their souls from 
their own labors, and enter into that rest which the Lord 
prepares for his people ; ceasing from things that are made, 
and entering into that light which is not made ; the glory 
of the Lord's holy city : not a natural light, but a spiritual 
light; for the glory of the Lord and the Lamb is the light 
thereof; that which is holy ; that which is harmless, and 
separate from sinners; being in the resurrection that is. of 
God, the judge of all things ; where every idle word must 
be brought to account. Blessed are they that have part in 
in this first resurrection, having known their sins to go be- 
forehand to judgment ; for if ye die in your sins, where 
Christ is gone, ye cannot come; and for this cause, as it 
was testified by the Holy Ghost, his name shall be called 
'^ Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins,'' and 
not in them. 

As that grace which is saving is in the present world, it 
is necessary that we use all diligence to make our calling 
and election sure, before we are called hence to be seen of 
men no more ; for the times and the seasons are in the 
heavenly Father's hand ; then let us strive to redeem the 
time, and enter into the strait gate, for our time and our 
days are evil. While his band is stretched out, lay hold of 
that day of visitation, that we may be witnesses that the 
Lord alone doth lead us, and that there is no strange God 
with us ; for when he leads us alone and instructs us, he 
l^eeps us as the apple of his eye, for such are precious in 
his sight; and when he makes up his jewels, he will re- 
member those whom he hath chosen, for they are the Lord's 
portion, and are his remnant; of whom it is written, '^ The 
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remnant of Jacob Miiall be in the midst of munj people an 
a dew from the Lord ;" being ihat refreshing from tlie 
presence of God, tlirough Jiis people, whose heavens drop 
down dew; which is manifested, aa Moses spake of it, in 
publishing the name of tlie Lordj that greatneaa may beas- 
oribcd unto oar Ood. Tho design of doctrine is that that 
which descends should not ascend witboot a blessing, as 
waH testified by Moses, saying, " Happy art thou, Israel, 
who is like unto thee, people saved of the Lord; the 
shield of thy help, and who is tho sword of thy excellen- 
cy; and thine enemies slialj bo found liars unto thee, and 
thou shalt Iread upon tboic high places." 

The coTcnint made witli Abraham was by promise of 
land, and of his own seed to inherit the same, when aa yet 
he had no seed : " What wilt thou give mo, seeing I go 
ehildloss, and the steward of my house is this Elea;ser of 
Damascus ?" " He that shall come forth of thy own bowels 
shall bn thine heir ;" and the Lord appointed a time, say- 
ing, "At a set lime Sarah shall bear a son," which was 
fulfilled by faith, he having dependence in the judge of all 
the earth, saying, " Shall he not do right ?" And, as the 
Lord knew him, that he would command his children and 
his household after him to keep the way of the Lord, to do 
justice and judgment, he revealed his secrets unto him, 
saying, " Thy seed shall be strangers in a strange land ;" 
setting the time, "four hundred years; and also that na- 
tion whom they shall serva will I judge," saith the Lord, 
And when the time of promise drew nigh, the Lord raised 
up & judge, even Moses, that faithful servant and prophet, 
by whom he delivered Israel out of the hands of the liigyp- 
tians, (being a ftguro of the promised Messiah). Moses 
blessed Israel under the covenant made unto the fathers, 
which was renewed from generation to generation, and ful- 
filled in lime, according to promise and conditions of obe- 
I dience or disobedience, and whieh stood in outward gifts 

I that were inherited, as the Lord led them into his marvel- 

I lous work, by signs and wonders, bringing them out of 

Kgypt with a mighty band and stretched out arm ; andna 
I they were willing ho should lead them by tho hand, and bo 

^^^ their way, and their streng-tb, that they might know him 

^^^ by his own name, Jehovah. They went out of l^lgypt to 
^^H sacrifice unto the Lord, being dependent on bis way ; and 
^^^1 when they came to tho Red sea, there seemed to be no way. 
^^^1 Here was a trial of faith iind straitening season ; but thn 
^^H presence of the mighty God was there, and the commnncl 
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was given, ^' Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord j'^ 
exempljfying that the same rod that jadged the Egyptians, 
wrought deliverance to his people Israel. As they followed 
his leading, he made a way through the sea ; he caused it 
to he a wall of defence until they passed through, 
and stood on the banks of deliverance, singing a song to 
their defence ; saying '< I will sing unto the Lord, for he 
hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and his rider hath 
he thrown into the sea ]" thus he was their strength and 
their song, and had also become their salvation ; their pro- 
vider in a marvellous way ; they having no will in that way, 
but were led by the covenant, as the Lord was pleased to 
make it known by a sure evidence, of the cloud and pillar 
of fire, towards the inheritance of promise : they seeking no 
enemies, and having no enmity to any people ; for while 
they abode in the covenant, they that fought against Israel, 
fought against the rock of their salvation ; for their testi- 
mony was against the idolater, that which the Lord 
loathes; as he declared of the land of Canaan, that it 
should spew them out; and that he would give it to Israel, 
according to his covenant, in his own marvellous way that 
he cast up for them to walk in ; that it might be of his 
provision, as he promised he would do marvels with them 
that had not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation; 
he fed them in their journey, he provided for their bodies 
until he had fulfilled his promise and they became inherit- 
ors of the same, being that people he had formed for him- 
self to shew forth his praise. 

Let us beware of them who ^' speak evil of those things 
which they know not,'' ^< corrupting themselves in those 
things which they know naturally." Wo unto them, for 
they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after 
the error of Balaam for reward, and perish in the gainsay- 
ing of Core ;" who was made an example for our admoni- 
tion that we might avoid the same snare, and not despise 
the government of God's salvation ; nor his mercy in that 
he has left certain evidences in the earth, both of this peo- 
ple, of their lands, of their seas, the road they travelled, 
the river of Jordan ; setting forth that mighty hand and 
stretched out arm for their deliverance out of bondage, and 
bringing them into the promised land ; and while they kept 
their covenant, kept hold of his hand, he did lea'd them, 
and was their sword, their shield, and their reward ; they, 
not providing for themselves, were instructed by his law- 
giver ; who said, '* Oh! that" the people " were wise, that 
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they uaderstood this, that they would consider their latter 
end ; how should ooe chase a thousand, and two put ten 
i^ousand to flight :'' he taught them individual faithfulness^^ 
that by keeping the law committed unto them, they 
might be the objects of the Lord's protection, and be testi- 
mony bearers to the truth; and be brought to inhabit 
Jerusalemi the city of the great King : where the Lord gave 
directions to build a temple which stood in things made 
according to that outward covenant, which represented the 
body of Christ ; and was a sign in the fulfilment of that 
dispensation which stood in meats and drinks, divers wash- 
ings and carnal ordinances, imposed upon them until the 
time of reformation or seed should come, which was Christ : 
th&t prophet whom Moses prophesied of, that he should be 
raised up from among his brethren, who was faithful and 
true; who fulfilled the time appointed; being made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were 
under that covenant, who finished the work given him to 
do ; ^^ blotting out the handwriting of ordinance that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, nailing it to his 
cross/' 

Jesus was the promised seed which comprehended and 
contained the fulness ; and was a sign according to the 
spirit of prophesy, that the hearts of many might be re- 
vealed, as was declared, behold I give you a sign, ^^ a vir- 
gin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Lumanucl.'' This sign of the times, which was fulfilled 
in its due season, could not be discerned by the Jew out- 
ward, or those not of the circumcision of the heart, whose 
praise is of men and not of God : for without faith, God's 
gift cannot be seen either in figure or substance ; althouslw 
the figure be a perfect representation of the reality. The 
natural man can discern natural signs of the sun and the 
clouds ; the spiritual man sees the sign of the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven, which is God's kingdom, 
throne, and dominion ; to which every knee must bow and 
tongue confess to the glory of his gift, in his name, the 
hiding place of the righteous to which they may flee and 
be safe. 

Jesus Christ declared of the law, '^ till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law till ail be fulfilled.'' He is the end of the law and of 
that outward commandment which is written in outward 
things ; unto whom Moses in that dispensation enjoined 
on bis people a full adherence in all things, as that prophet 



whom Ood would raise up unto them, stating the consc- 
qnenoes of disobedienoe. He owned Moses; saying '< do 
dot think that I will aeduee jou to the Father ; there is 
oner tliat aconseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust:'' 
further saying, '^ for had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
beliered me ; for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not 
his Writings, how shall ye believe my words ?" He was 
outwardly the end of the law to the believer ; changing 
the priesthood from that of a carnal commandment unto 
the power of an endless life ; and was connected in out- 
ward relationship with John the Baptist, the son of Zaoha- 
riah (the last priest under the law ;) they were the con- 
necting links of the tiibes of Levi and Judah in ministra- 
tiou; who came according to promise to bear witness of 
that law, and give outward manifestation of the Saviour ; 
that all flesh in that outward covenant might see the sal- 
vation of Q-od. The fleshly eye being the principle of 
union with the light, according to Christ's declaration, '' as 
long as [ am in the world, I am the light of the world ;" 
and, << Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more/' 
Here in flgure 'Uhe word was made flesh and dwelled 
among us/' said John, " and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth/' << And of his fulness have all we received, and 
grace for grace." What an unspeakable gift to man ! and 
how marvellous the love set forth in that man of G-od, ap- 
proved of him by signs and wonders, by and through the 
spirit of holiness and the resurrection from the dead. It 
is our fervent desire that neither heights, nor depths, prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, things past, things present, nor yet 
to come, nor any other creature, which includes things 
within and things without us, may ever be*able to separate 
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus, the 
saviour of the world. He was stricken, smitten, and af- 
flicted of God, wounded for our transgressions^ and by his 
stripes we are healed ; he bore the rod as a sou without 
transgession ; so he died without sin, for sin, that the love 
of the Father might be made manifest, that we might be 
willing to follow his example, to offer up ourselves, and 
bear his cross; bearing about in our bodies the dying of 
the Lord Jesus, who came to establish this rule. May we 
then mind the same thing ; and follow him who said by 
example and precept, if any man will be my disciple, let 
him first deny himself, take up his daily cross, and follow 
me. This was tho substance before the outward body was 
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ofi'ered up, which was a sign uiUo that winked and adultc- 
roas generatiot), as the siga of Jooas the prophet; for that 
whiob waa made under the law, repreaeuted the power of * 
an eadlesB life, the miniatratiDn of the substauoe of faith, 
in the order of Q-od, to esCxbliah his own throne, and take 
bis owu power, and reiga. And Jesus declared " he that 
eatereth not bj the door inco the sheepfold, but olimbeth 
up BOme other way, the same is a thief and a robber ;" for 
the Lord will not give his glory to another, uor his praise 
unto grareu imugcs; for living faith is the gift of God 
through Jesus Christ, and not imitation, seeiog there h 
but ooe Lord, one faith, oae baptism, and one hope of our 
calling, by which we are called both to virtue aud glory; 
wherein we shall briog forth muoh fruit if we seek that 
honor that comes from Qod only, aud in the truth render 
honor to whom honor ta due ; which the Apostle enjoined, 
saying, " Let every sou! be subject to the higher powers ;" 
which will enable us to render that which is due unto the 
minister of God iu whatever capacity of ordination he 
may be placod. 

Jesus thanked his Father, the Lord of heaven and earth, 
that it seemed good in his sight both to hide and reveal 
his will according to bis own good pleasure ; and to give it 
aa a kingdom uDto the babes and sucklings ia whom he 
hath ordained praise ; that the house of his glory may be 
glorified by himself; for he honoroth them that are his, as 
hia son always does things that please him. To such he 
aaith, fear not, it is your Father's good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom ; aud this kingdom is not of this world, else 
would its servaoU fight ; but it is out of the carnal mind- 
edness, out of the enmity, and in the love that geeketh not 
its own, but the good of others; in the bowels of mercies, 
that saving compassion that feeds and clothes that which 
destroys it, like the sheep und the lamb : set forth in the 
language of the blessed Jesus in the test of love unto 
Simon Barjonah; who replied to his query in truth and 
verity. Lord thou knowest all things, thou knowest that 
I love thee : {here nothing is hid ; it is a full confession 
of faith;) Jesus saith unto him, feed my sheep and my 
lambs. This is the way to feed the sheep, to enter into 
the fold by the door, and bocomo shepherds of the sheep ; 
for Huch will not deny them, nor flee when the wolf cometh ; 
for they are one body and one bread, and are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ. They follow the light, and walk in it, 
as lie walked iu it, ia their m'^asuro of his gift, in what- 
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ever miDistration they may be called unto ; abiding Id the 
gift Iq its different manifestations of the same spirit unto 
the one body, ministering good, and unto good according to 
the condition, for the establishment of that kingdom which 
is the sayiour of the body ; being joined together as a com- 
pact of mutual obligation, wherein there is a full depend- 
ence : as there is no part that can say unto another, I have 
no need of thee ; for if any part was superfluoas or lack- 
ing, it could not be numberea in that which is perfect, as 
the work of Gk)d, and that which represents himself : whose 
ways are all perfect, and are judgment ; and will be the 
spirit of judgment unto those who are willing to sit there- 
in : which is the same seat that Jesus sat in, which made 
him a witness of the truth, and took away the judgment 
of his own will ; who did not conform to this world ; de- 
pending upon his Father to declare his veneration. And 
he testified to Peter, " On this rock will 1 build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.'' This 
is the foundation that God hath laid in Zion; and " other 
foundation can no man lay :'' and all attempts to do so, 
will be in the vain worship, in the will-worship ; in what- 
ever form of humility, it is voluntary ; and not a confor- 
mation to the will of God, and is properly called will- wor- 
ship. Not in that will by the which we are sanctified and 
justified; in the true belief wherein Abraham rejoiced in 
substance of faith, by the light of the day of Christ ; that 
dayspring from on high which no man hath commanded 
since his day, seeing his days are evil. 

4t is only that which is good that taketh hold of the ends 
of the earth, that the wicked may be shaken out of it, that 
the elements may melt with fervent heat, that the heavens 
may dissolve, that when he comes that is true, who said, 
once more Tthis is the last time) '' I shake not the earth 
only but fuso heaven,'' all dependencies shall fail, but 
that which cannot be shaken, the immutable foundation^ 
the rock of ages, that which is both ancient and new, the 
good man's treasure, which the Lord, the righteous judee, 
hath laid up in store for every one that loves him in the 
appearing of his son. Their ^^ eyes shall see Jerusalem a 
quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down, 
not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither 
shall any of the cords thereof be broken. But there the 
glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and 
streams ; wherein shall go no galley with oarS; neither 
shall gallant ships pass thereby, tor the Lord is our 
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judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king, he 
will save us." (The oar receives power from the hand of 
man^ and the sail receives power from the air ; and that is 
not the Lord's way.) " Thy tacklings are loosed ; they 
could not well strengthen their mast ; they could not spread 
the sail ; then is the prey of a' great spoil divided ; the 
lame take the prey :" that the Lord alone may have the 
praise through the Lion of the trihe of Judah, that hath 
prevailed, and is found worthy to take the hook that is in 
the right hand of him that sitteth on the throne, to loose 
the seals, and to open the hook of the understanding ; this 
heing the inspiration of the Almighty, or Lord God omni- 
potent, who ruleth in heaven and in the kingdoms of men, 
as was declared hy Daniel the prophet ; to whom it was 
shown that '< in the days of these kings '^ (imaged hy gold, 
silver, brass, iron, and iron and clay) '^ shall the G-od of 
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed ; 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and 
it shall stand forever :" figured " by a stone cut out with- 
out hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were 
of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces; then was the' 
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold broken 
to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the sum- 
mer threshing-floors ; and the wind carried them away, 
that no place was found for them : and the stone that smote 
the image, became a great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth/' When there is a willingness wrought by the power 
of God as a judge that is set in the seat of his appoint- 
ment, the axe will be laid to the root of the tree, which *is 
the thought, which the quick discerner points out to be 
offered up upon the cross, which destroys the enmity when 
that eye that offends is plucked out and cast away, that 
there maybe an entering into life as one maimed, and with 
a single eye ; which, if kept so, will fill the body full of 
light, a light most precious, the light of life ; which who- 
soever followeth, shall not walk in the darkness, but in the 
light of salvation ; being built upon the foundation which 
descends from God, even new Jerusalem, whose walls are 
salvation, and whose gates are praise; where no unclean 
thing can enter, nor whatsoever worketh abomination and 
maketh a lie ; for the Lord is a God of truth, without ini- 
quity, just and right is he : who declares his own name ; 
who set Moses in the rock, covered him with his hand, pro- 
claiming, '< The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
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mercy for thousands, forgiviag iaiquLty, tranagresstoQ; aad 
ain ; and that will by no means clear the guilty ; visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the 
children's children, unto the third^ and to the fourth 
generation/' 

We feel constrained in the love of truth to invite the 
youth to come, taste and see that the Lord is good ; whose 
D&me is gracious, and who seeketh to save that which is 
lost. He stretches forth his hand through many means to 
lead such into his fold, that there may be one fold under 
the one shepherd, who is the feeder of the sheep, and 
giveth unto them eternal life ; saying, my heavenly father 
is greater than all, and no man is able to pluck them out of 
his hand. Remember then the inviting language, '^ Come 
unto me all ye tliat labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest." Dear youth, it is only as you are willing to be 
yoked with Christ's yoke, that you can learn of him and 
inherit his meekness and lowliness of heart, where the rest 
is found to the soul : the day of the Lord, a holy day, 
which the son of man is Lord of, for without him we can 
do no good thing. It is right to do good on the sabbath - 
day : Jesus made the man whole on the sabbathday ; being 
one of those signs and wonders to induce belief, that they 
might know that the son of man hath power on earth to 
forgive sins, and reveal that understanding which puts an 
end to sin, finishes transgression , and in the room thereof 
brings in everlasting righteousness, which is the work of 
God, the effect of which is quietness, peace, and an assur- 
ance forever. Behold what manner of love he bestoweth 
upon his disciples, in that he giveth unto them eternal life, 
by which they are his sons, rightly so called of God ; and 
as many as are led by his spirit are his sons, for the spirit 
of truth leadeth into all truth ; and it is only as we do the 
truth that we can know the doctrines of the scriptures of 
truth ; which are a blessed gift, called by Christ a testifica- 
tion, in order to bring to himself, that he may give that 
life which is light to the understanding, called the light of 
men, or, in other words, the glory of God, which sets man 
over the work of his hands. 

This sovereignty includes things both natural and spir- 
itual ; for there is a natural man in his glory of this world; 
and there is a spiritual man, which is in God's image and 
glory, which is the Lord's representation on earth, bearing 
Ills inscription of holiness to the Lord, in the ministration 
of his son. The natural man is a subject unto the things 
of sense, called a kingdom of this world, through carnal 
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perceptions^ and is in the animal nature, under the same 
coat of skins as that which the Lord hath set the natural 
man over ; and is of the same destructive, solfish spirit of 
the world which loves all that is of its own ; and keepetli 
up that kingdom in its own way and seeking, in the oiaft 
and guile of the serpent ; who allures with the promise of 
being gods or rulers in this wisdom that is of the earth, 
and earthy, sensual, and devilish, making a prey of all that 
come within its grasp, called the way of destruction ; being 
the broad way, because it is without a straight gate to self. 
The natural man can hear the wind, and can feel it by hi? 
outward perceptions ; and it is the same in all the manifes- 
tations of sense, which harmonize in their organization for 
the safety of the natural body. God giveth to every seed 
its own body, whether of wheat or corn ; God giveth both 
the seed, and that body which shall be reaped in his own 
due time ; they are both of God, and in his time and order ; 
man must wait that time and order before he can reap that 
which is of his own nature, and which nourishes the natural 
man, who sows and and protects it from danger by his own 
labor, in laboring for that bread which, like himself, per- 
isheth. The spiritual man hath spiritual sense, knowledge, 
and understanding siven unto him when the mind sows the 
natural will, and labors for the divine will ; the doing of 
which will was the meat which Jesus eat, that the world 
knew not of; " for the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the spirit of God, but he that is spiritual judgeth 
all things, yet he himself is judged of no man." Jesus 
died unto sin in all its motions of temptation, and so was 
kept in the word of patience by his Father, tne deliverer 
from evil, who caused his glory to rise upon him, which is 
reaping everlasting life, and the knowledge of the only 
true Qod. This is promised to all that fear the Lord's 
name ; wherein that wisdom begins which is without par- 
tiality and without hypocrisy. The fear of man brings a 
snare ; the sun of righteousness shows that snare, and pre- 
serves from it, and has healing in his wings unto all that 
fear the name of the Lord, the strong tower, and hiding 
place. 

Then if we will be glorified with Christ we must also 
have fellowship with him in his sufferings; ^that which 
made him perfect as a captain, must do the same work in 
his followers. Therefore be ye followers of Christ as dear 
children without malice, that you may become men of un- 
derstanding ; and thereby know ijrhat that good and per- 
fect and acceptable will of God is, who willeth not the 
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death of the sinner, bat that all should come, repent and 
liye; and such as are willing to receive his judgments, will 
find them to be the goodness of G-od, which lead unto t^ 
pentance ; bringing the mind into contrition, and that 
brokenness of heart, and trembling before the Lord, which 
causeth to hear the word of God, and produces faith ; which 
is the living substance and iaward evidence of true hope, 
which maketh not ashamed, for the love of God is there 
shed abroad in the heart, which constrains unto every 
good work ; for it is that reward that is opened through 
the voice of true prayer, by him who dwelleth in the secret 
place of the Most High, for he alone it is that rewardeth 
and goeth before those that are made willing to keep his 
covenant which he has taught them ; for the children of 
the Lord are all taught of the Lord, and in his righteous- 
ness are they established, and great is their peace. We 
feel fervently desirous that you may be acquainted with 
God, and be at peace, and not be satisfied with the hearing 
of the ear. The language of David will apply to all of 
either sex of youth, '< Solomon, my son, know thou the 
God of thy father ; (he desired this knowledge for his son, 
the greatest gift,) if thou seek him with a perfect heart 
and a willing mind, he will be found of thee ; but if thou 
forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.'' Then seek that 
on which you may rely, which is pure and undefiled before 
God, in the exercise of Christian virtues ; beginning at the 
root, or principle which carries out the work to the comfort 
and salvation of the body and of the soul. May we all be 
God's ministers, and ministers to Christ; and so inherit 
that kingdom prepared for the blessed of his Father, away 
from the foundation of the world ; for as we come into his 
will we are Christ's brethren ; and inasmuch ad we adminis- 
ter to the comforting of any of the least of these his breth- 
ren, we do it unto him. This ability is received through 
grace, operating in works, beginning at the root of evil, 
leading into self-denial, the root of comfort ; and is the 
ground of plainness of speech, behaviour, and apparel, set 
forth in the language, ''Let your moderation appear unto all 
men.'' This is out of the riotous living and excess, yet in 
tie liberty of the truth, the only source of true comfort ; 
leading into that lowliness of heart wherein we become 
yokefellows and helpmates in Christ ; and sit down with 
him in that kingdom which overcomes the world ; wherein 
he shews us what is good and what the Lord our God doth 
require of us ; and if we arc careful not to follow anything 
which ia not thus shewn unto us, we shall walk in the light, 



18 

and in the day thai burns against all unrighteousness and 
ungodliness of men ; and by our example we shall bear the 
fruit of the living vine, which we cannot bear except we 
abide in that life which is more than meat, and that body 
which is more than raiment ; and is that image which 
represeits God, who comforts his people, and keeps them 
in the way that they should go, in his liberty, out of the 
bondage of corruption ; and clothes them with that cover- 
ing which is incorruptible, and which is in the sight of 
G-od of great price ; the inward adorning, called the hid- 
den man of the heart, or the mystery of God revealed only 
unto his followers. 

Without controversy and with love to all men, we are 
constrained to testify that great is the mystery of godli- 
ness, which has been hid with Christ in God from the 
foundation of the world ; and is now revealed (as it was 
unto the Apostles who were his immediate witnesses) unto 
all that rely on that arm of strength, the foundation of the 
saint's faith, and^of the Prophets and Apostles ; who is the 
author and the finisher of every good work ; working in 
us abundantly for his own glory, which is that we should 
bring forth much fruit ; for if the tree is good, the fruit 
will be good. But there must first be a willingness to be 
engrafted into the good root, that we may be of its natura, 
in its meekness ; which was set forth in the example of 
the blessed Jesus, who made himself of no reputation ; he 
humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross, that he might be in the form of 
God, (that which represents him,) in all his ways of per- 
fection, and is equal with him who is equal in all his ways, 
which are not as man's ways ; for the good man's ways are 
ordered of the Lord, and he establishes him in his goings. 
Neither is it in man's thoughts of himself to direct his. 
steps or point out his path, for the path of duty is the 
only path of safety; and that is the name of the Lord, the 
strong tower, and place of defence, as we are brought into 
the true faith by it, and walk in it ; that word which 
discerns the thoughts and intents of our hearts, and that 
knows what our affections are set upon, whether on things 
below or on things above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God ; who has been a minister, and is still a minis- 
ter in his living body to the mutual comfort of all that are 
in his living faith that works by love, and purifies the 
heart, and gives the answer of a good conscience ; the 
baptism that now saves by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
in its different ministrations, according to th^ measure of 
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&ith received; which is wrought out by experience of that 
■work which is wrought in God, (who doeth the work,) 
and is an inward hope wherein the saints glory, whether 
in tribulation for the washing of our robes, or in that grace 
which is felt to abound in the perfecting of the work of 
God, which is righteousness, that must be put on in our 
measures ; for we must fill these up in his sufferings for 
his body's sake, which is the church ; that we may put on 
his garment, who put on righteousness and it clothed him, 
and was clad with zeal as a cloak ; he was girded also with 
righteousness, it being the strength of his loins ; and faith- 
fulness was the girdle that directed him. This is he that 
was true and &ithful, the lion of the tribe of Judah ; for 
Judah yet ruleth with God and is faithful with the saints; 
for hia saints are in his hands, and he will keep him in 
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on bim, because he 
trusteth m him. 

Then trust in the Lord ; for in the Lord Jehovah there 
is everlasting strength for those who are willing to come to 
the battle of the Lord, which is with burning and fuel of 
fire, and that he should be their spirit of judgment. Let 
us see whether we are willing to sit mth. him in judgment, 
that the battle may be turned to the gate vvhioh is strait ; 
that which strips; that which brings into poverty; into 
nothingness ; set forth in the figure of the needle's eye ; for 
if we enter into the kingdom, we must acknowledge as the 
Apostle did, that in ourselves dwelleth no good thing ; that 
the fulness may be of God the deliverer, beside whom their 
is no Saviour ; who leadeth the blind by a way they have 
not known, and opens one where there seems to be none ; 
that there may be a testimony borne unto the truth in 
every thing which contributes to the happiness of man, in 
that law which preserves from the snares of death, and be- 
gins in that wisdom which is from above, which is without 
partiality and without hypocrisy ; for the hope of the hypo- 
crite shall fail. Wisdom is profitable to direct, as it jus- 
tifies itself in that which it brings forth ; which is only 
witnessed by those who are made a willing people in the 
day of the Lofd's power, and dwell with him who is ever- 
lasting burning against all who walk not uprightly, and 
speak not righteously ; and are not willing that the eye 
that offends should be closed or plucked out ; and that ear 
stopped which delighteth in blood ; and that hand shut 
which holdeth the bribes ; for such cannot dwell on high, 
and partake of the sure bread and water, the living rock. 
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which is Clirist^ whose UDquenchablc fire burns against all 
these things. 

Dear young people, are you willing to come up in the 
footsteps of Christ's companions, who, like their master, 
have patiently borne the contradiction of sinners, having 
kept the word of his patience ; and so are witnesses of being 
kept in the hour of temptation which shall come upon all 
to try them that dwell upon the earth ; looking forward to 
the joy that is set before them, despising the shame ; and^ 
like Moses, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea- 
son ; esteeming the reproaches of Christ greater riches than 
all the treasures in Egypt. What are your thoughts taken 
up with ? and are you laboring for that which perisheth 
not? what is the treasure of your hearts ? Are you serv- 
ing the God of this world, which blinds the eye of the 
mind, and allures it, as on the mountain, showing it the 
glory of the kingdoms of this world, or setting it on the 
pinnacle of the temple ? Remember the language of the 
blessed Jesus, ** Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve ;" he knew that acceptable wor- 
ship was only in God*s spirit, and in truth; and he was 
that word that was, and is the discerner of the tlioughta 
and intents of the heart and looketh not at the outward 
appearance, as man looketh ; and who knoweth those things 
we have need of before we ask him ; who declared that 
they who wore gorgeous apparel are to be found in kings' 
courts; and he is the judge of these; he regardeth not the 
persons of men, but will give unto every man according as 
his work shall be ; for he is omniscient ; he knows what 
the gain of oppression is ; he knows who despises it ; he 
knows the toil attendant on costly apparel, and on that 
adorning which is of the glory of this world, and that they 
are the garments of our own nature, which is of the earth, 
and earthy, being the clothing of the animal and vegetable 
production ; the same as our own flesh ; which, however 
beautiful to the natural eye and mind, is but as the flower of 
the field, which fadeth away ; all these are fading treasures. 
The worshippers of the God of this world are admirers of 
men's persons in their appearances, and respect them for 
the same in the honor of the world, that seeketh its own 
glory; which if any man love, the love of the Father is not 
in him ; for here he is led away by the God of this world, 
and captivated by the three great enemies of man, the lust 
of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life, which 
are not of the Father, but of the world, which lieth in 
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wickedness ; which God so loved, that he gave his only be- 
gotten son, that whosoever believeth on him should not 
perish, as these fading things, but have everlasting life ; 
who ^t an example, not as of the kings of the earth, but 
in the meekness and spirit of the Lamb, that we might 
follow his steps. Let the same mind be in you that was 
in Christ Jesus, for except we have his spirit, we are none 
of his who wore the whole garment without a seam ; figu- 
rative of his nature who redeems from the lust of the world, 
leads captivity captive, and gives gifts unto men when they 
come into his life, and know that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh, crucifying the affections and lusts thereof. 

This is sowing to the spirit, that God mav prepare his own 
body, which represents the Father by its fruits, as a saving 
body, which is the tabernacle of the most high, wherein his 
will is done. This is the body prepared, as it is written, of 
this me in the volume of the Book, *^Lo ! I come to do thy 
will, God." This is God's reaper, in all the living seed 
which gathers fruit unto everlasting life ; reaping the same 
of his own spirit; and that which establishes the new cove- 
nant, and in which the Lord hath pleasure; which is 
not in burnt offerings, nor the blood of bulls, nor the 
ashes of an heifer, but in the precious blood of Christ, 
which sprinkles from an evil conscience, whereby we draw 
nigh unto God in his resurrection and newness of life ; 
which is a new commandment, by which we know we love 
one another, the only distinguishing mark of Christ's dis- 
ciples ; for none have this knowledge, but they who have 
passed from death unto life. Christ's prayer for these was^ 
not that they should be taken out of the world, but that 
they might be preserved from the evil of the world ; that 
by the same preserving grace, they might be the salt and 
seasoners of the earth ; having proved what that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God is ; being made able 
ministers of the new testament, which is in his blood ; and 
by walking in the light, as he is in the light, they have 
fellowship one with another, in that everlasting covenant 
which the Lord makes with the house of Israel, and the 
house of Judah ; and are made ministers and overseers of 
the flock, to feed his sheep and his lambs : these being the 
shepherds which own the flock, and flee not when the wolf 
Cometh ; for the true shepherd layeth down his life for the 
sheep ; and they know the sheep, and the sheep know the 
shepherd, and they will not follow that which they do not 
know, or the stranger, whatever form or garment he may 
have on : for the sheep's clothing doth not change the na- 
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ture of the wolf; it is inwardly a devourer of the life of the 
sheep (or innocence.) The true sheep will not follow that 
voice ; for they know the true shepherd calleth his sheep 
by name ; and this name is the fold — the strong tower, 
where the thief cannot steal when he cometh^ even in the 
signs of lying wonders, and in the deceivableness of all un- 
righteousness ; that which maketh war with the saints, and 
is in the rebellion of that spirit that is of the gainsaying 
of Core. 

Then let us be watchful and sober, and not be of the 
same spirit ; be not higb minded, but fear, for the Lord is 
at hand; who spoke through Jesus Christ to the Sadducees, 
saying, " Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures nor the 
power of God ;" the only source by which they could un- 
derstand them, which point directly to the life; which 
opens the seals of the understanding only in a pure con- 
science, as we love the Christian virtues, and become 
Christ's friends by keeping his commandments in truth 
and honesty, which is godly sincerity^ in all our actions 
and thoughts ; they being the motive in the heart, the law 
must be written there by the finger of God ; that is the 
fountain which will keep the heart clean ; washing it with 
pure water, that it may be presented without spot or wrin- 
kle in pure religion, before God; that which visits the 
fatherless and the widow in their affliction^ and overcomes 
the world in all its excesses, in all its manners of riotous 
living, and in things that feed the carnal mind, which is 
at enmity with God; out of bondage to corruption, and 
such evil communications as corrupt good manners, lead- 
ing into idle words, which the Lord will judge by his truth, 
which is the day of judgment. O ! then, let us be willing 
to follow him in his way, and receive the hundred fold in 
this present time, and have him to be our companion who 
will not leave his followers comfortless; for he will lead 
his flock by the still waters, and into the green pastures of 
life; and the invitation is still extended, for the spirit saith 
come, and the bride saith come, and let him that heareth 
say come, and partake of the waters of life freely. 

The children are made near in the love of the gospel ; 
and in the language of the apostle, we feel constrained to 
say unto you, ** Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ." 
that you may be enclosed in the arms of truth, that you 
may receive the blessing of preservation ; and that no fklse 
light, nor any spirit, may be the means of forbidding you 
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to come within tlie eoclosure of bis arms, who is harailcss 
and wiser than the serpent^ whioh would allure you by 
telling you that philosophy and self-culture are suflScient 
to give you a knowledge of the doctrine of Christ and his 
apostles. O, dear ones, choose the path of self-denial, 
that you may preach Christ against your own wills^ and 
know that a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto 
you ; that gospel which is the bread of life, and is not the 
wisdom and meat of the serpent, which is the dust of the 
earth, which feeds the disobedient and blinds their eyes. 
Let us beseech you, by the mercies of Q-od, to receive the 
Scriptures of truth as a gift from God suited to the states 
of men from generation to generation ; take them for doc- 
trine, for instruction, for reproof ] and do not be found 
reproving God, the judge of all things, and taking away 
from the book of his prophecy, lest your names be taken 
away out of the book of life ; so will you be instructed in 
righteousness by them, and be furnished with a blessed 
hope and comfort of the Scriptures through faith in the 
opener ; and become qualified to distinguish between that 
spirit which saith nothing is needed to understand the doc- 
trine of Christ but the science (falsely so called) of self- 
culture, and the philosophy of common sense; and that 
spirit which teaches self-denial and the cross, in which, 
with Christ, our own judgment is taken away; and 
that form will be witnessed which is of the Lord's 
way, and not our way ; of the Lord's thoughts, and not 
our thoughts ; and is equal with God; being in his kingdom 
or throne, which is heaven, where the Son of man is, 
who robs nut God of his honor, always pleasing him in 
those things which he doeth; for "whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin, for his seed remaineth in him, 
and he cannot sin because he is born of God.'' Oh ! shun 
such evil communications ; they will corrupt good man- 
ners ; for the will of man is in that wrath and condemna- 
tion which never wrought the righteousness of God ; being 
out of the faith of that gift which is a birth of the spirit 
of truth ; but is of him who ^ abode not in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 
lie, he speaketh of his own ; for he is a liar, and the 
father of it.'' Those who are of him do not abide in the 
truth, neither know the doctrines of Jesus Christ, but 
make a lie ; trying to establish the belief that every man 
has^had a natural father; thus making war with the saints; 
striking at the reality of outward evidence in relation to 
tliat marvellous sign through the virgin in the conception, 



24 

and in the death^ and in the resurrection of Jesus Christ ; 
and at his testimony, when he said^ '< a spirit hath not 
not flesh and bones as ye see me have.'' And to induce 
belief in the doubtful, said to Thomas, ^^ reach hither thy 
finger and behold my hands ; and reach hither thy hand and 
thrust it into my side, and be not faithless but believing/' 
Adding, ^< blessed are they that have not seen and yet 
have believed/' for the substance is the invisible image in 
that living creature who is a witness of his regeneration. 
Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits, and be wise 
in your choice; for no man can serve two masters; we 
follow that which we love most. If you follow innocence, 
you will be kept in the limits of the fold, and out of the 
guile that blinds the eye, and out of the evil speaking, and 
out of the craft; and be preserved in godly sincerity ; and, 
receiving the sincere milk of the word, will grow thereby 
from babes, and become strong men and elders in the 
truth ; nursing farthers : and individually you will be 
laborers in his harvest who sends his own reapers. It is 
our earnest solicitude that you may lift up your eyes 
above the earth, and receive sight to see that the fields 
are already white unto harvest. Oh I that the precious 
wheat, of which is the staff of life, may be gathered into 
Christ's garner ; and let the chaff be burned with that 
which will consume all that is contrary to his will. 

Do you enquire, saying, " Master, where dwellest thou?" 
If this is your fervent, effectual prayer, he will say unto 
you, " Come and see ;" and you will abide with Christ, 
who said, ^' follow me, and I wilt make you fishers of 
men." And as you love him, the Father and he. will 
come unto you, and make their abode with you ; giving 
vou that manifestation which he doeth not give unto the 
world ; which in its wisdom knows him not, neither can 
receive the spirit of truth, because it seeth him not. 

In the feelings of love unfeigned " we commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up and to give you altinheritance among all them which 
are sanctified." And, dearly beloved, finally, it is our fer- 
vent desire for all, that in considering what is written, none 
may look to the instruments, but to that which hath con- 
strained us ; for we ourselves are nothing, being known of 
men outwardly by the names of 

ABRAHAM LAWTON, 
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